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The Vienna International Arbitral Centre of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (VIAC)’s
Selected Arbitral Awards are intended to provide a unique and valuable insight into a diverse range
of important and challenging procedural and substantive issues, which have arisen in international
arbitration under the auspices of the Vienna Rules since its inception in 1975. The first volume of
selected arbitral awards was published in 2015 on the occasion of VIAC’s 40th anniversary and
consisted of 60 awards. It was first published in hard copy and has since also been made available
on the Kluwer Arbitration database. It served as VIAC’s response to the increasing call of parties,
counsel and arbitrators alike for greater transparency in arbitration through enhanced access to
arbitral awards and their reasoning.

Given the great success of the first publication, VIAC is honoured to continue its valuable
collaboration with Kluwer Arbitration. The second set of arbitral awards will be made available
online through a special edition of the ITA Arbitration Report and the Kluwer Arbitration database.
This second edition builds on the first volume and is intended to provide a modest but concrete
step towards fostering greater familiarity, predictability and confidence in relation to the
international arbitral process, including the award as its end result.

It is essential to note that VIAC has, as a fundamental element of this initiative, ensured the
privacy and confidentiality of the parties to the respective arbitrations by publishing summarised
abstracts of awards with party names and other identifying factors redacted accordingly.

 

Structure and Content

The second volume will contain 25 anonymised summaries of VIAC arbitral awards rendered after
2015, the cut-off date for the first volume of this publication. The case numbers follow on from the
case numbers in Volume 1, i.e. the first case in Volume 2 is referred to as “C 61”.

As with the first volume, when selecting arbitral awards VIAC filtered the most interesting
procedural and often substantive issues under the VIAC Rules of Arbitration and Mediation (the
Vienna Rules). We adhered to the original labeling of the award e.g. as interim or partial award as
assigned by the arbitral tribunal and also as much as possible to the original wording of the awards.
Quotes and references in the abstracts are taken directly from the awards, i.e. reflect the exact
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wording of  the respective sole arbitrator or arbitral tribunal. Accordingly, VIAC does not assume
any liability for the correctness of any such quotes or references.

The structure of the publication follows a uniform structure comparable to the structure in the first
volume.

The cases refer to different versions of the Vienna Rules. Reference to “Vienna Rules” indicates
the relevant Article of the Vienna Rules 2021, while references to previous versions are indicated
as such. The abstracts include endnotes stating the corresponding provision of the Vienna Rules
2021 as a comparison.

All abstracts were prepared in the original language of the award, i.e. either English or German.
The German abstracts were translated into English by the VIAC Secretariat.

Volume 1 included 36 annotations drafted by renowned arbitration experts on particularly
important and recurring arbitration issues. Insofar as the cases in Volume 2 relate to these
annotations, references are contained at the end of the respective case summary. VIAC intends to
organise updated / additional annotations based on the awards contained in Volume 2, these
annotations will be published on a rolling basis.

 

VIAC

VIAC was established in 1975. In the Preface of Volume 1, DDr. Werner Melis, the then Honorary
President of VIAC describes the history and evolution of VIAC.

VIAC continues to grow and evolve, always building on its solid foundation.

Since the publication of the first volume in 2015, VIAC has extended its scope to now include the
administration of purely domestic disputes. Based on the amendment to Section 139 (2) WKG
(BGBl I No 103/1998 as amended by BGBl I No 73/2017), the administration of all domestic
arbitrations has been bundled at VIAC, i.e. the old arbitration courts of the Regional Economic
Chambers have been dissolved and their competences transferred to VIAC, with transitional
provisions included in the Vienna Rules. VIAC is now eager to expand the number of purely
domestic arbitration cases under its rules.

The Vienna Rules have undergone two amendments. The first amendment came into force in 2018
to reflect VIAC’s ability to, amongst others, administer purely national disputes as mentioned
above. The second amendment of the Vienna Rules entered into force on 1 July 2021. The latter
revision was triggered by the drafting of the new VIAC Rules of Investment Arbitration and
Mediation, which also entered into force on 1 July 2021.

As of the date of publication VIAC boasts its highest case load to-date. Currently, there are 79
pending cases with an aggregated amount in dispute of EUR 1.9 billion being administered by
VIAC. The vast majority of cases are international arbitration cases (85 %), followed by domestic
arbitration cases (13 %) and investment and mediation cases. Compared to November 2022, the
number of new cases filed at VIAC have increased by 53 %.
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